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At Stow Heath Primary School we recognise that Collective Worship is an 
important time to provide opportunities for our students Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural development.  
 
Worship is therefore an important part of the school day as it gives us the opportunity to come together 
as a community. It is attended by students, staff and any visitors in school are very welcome to join in.   
 
At our school collective worship is considered to be an important part of the curriculum and every child’s 
social, moral, spiritual and cultural development; it provides an opportunity for children to reflect on a 
variety of themes and issues which underpin and guide positive relationships, community cohesion and a 
strong whole school ethos. 
 

Aims 
 

It is our aim at Stow Heath Primary School that worship should: - 
 

 Contribute to the spiritual, social, moral and cultural development of each child and create a sense of 
belonging. 

 Support the Social and Emotional development of our pupils through making use of the SEAL 
programme. 

 motivate and enable all to achieve their personal best 
 create a safe and trusting environment where children are encouraged to express opinion, be 

independent learners, take responsibility and improve by learning from their experiences  
 give expression to, and reaffirm and practise the values of the school community 
 allow reflection and response to the fundamental questions of life and those things that are of eternal 

concern and value to human beings 
 Celebrate and give thanks for the achievements within the school, local and international community 

and occasions of significance, including festivals. 
 Develop in our children an understanding of religion and the place of a God in our world and in our 

lives.  
 provide each child with a valuable learning experience to enable them to achieve the highest standards 
 equip our children with the skills and tools to become global citizens 
 provide an opportunity to explore the beliefs of others, to respect individuality and celebrate diversity 
 to help students to begin to understand the nature and purpose of worship 
 Provide a foundation for a mature understanding and practice of worship in the future.  

 

Legal Status of Collective Worship 
 

The 1988 Education Reform Act requires that ‘all pupils in attendance at a maintained school shall on 
each day take part in an act of Collective Worship’. We seek to do our best to keep the spirit of this 
legislation seeking to provide as many high quality acts of worship as is practically possible. 
 
To provide students with variety in their experience of worship, acts of worship may take the form of a 
whole school act of worship for all pupils or separate acts of worship for students in different age groups 
or school groups. Collective Worship may be held at any time during the school day.  At present collective 
worship takes place on a daily basis with a class assembly time once a week.  
 
 



 

 

The daily act of collective worship should include a variety of elements 
including: 

 Prayer, reflection and mediation 
 Consideration of different viewpoints on central issues 
 Music, singing, drama, dance 
 Story, poetry, artefacts, visual arts 
 Discussion 
 Celebration of religious festivals 
 Celebration of ways of helping others 
 Pupils’ own experiences 
 Aspects of the school curriculum, pupils’ work and school activities 
 Celebration of the involvement and achievements of the school community 
 Links with the local community 
 Contributions from people from outside the school 
 National and international events and issues 

 
Acts of Collective Worship at Stow Heath Primary School take into account the student’s ages, aptitudes 
and family backgrounds.  
 

Rights of Withdrawal 
 
At Stow Heath Primary School we seek to be an inclusive community however we respect the right of 
parents to withdraw their children for Collective Worship and/or celebration assembly. This school expects 
that withdrawal will only be made following parental discussion with the Head Teacher. 
 
The school has a system of suitable supervision for students withdrawn from Acts of Collective Worship. 
However, no additional work is set or followed in this time. 
 
All teachers, including the head teacher, have the right of withdrawal from the Act of Collective Worship, 
but the Head Teacher, should he or she wish exercise this right, maintains statutory accountability for Acts 
of Collective Worship in the school.  
 
Organisation 
 Type Taken by 

Monday SEALS/Rights and Responsibilities/Religious assembly HT or SLT 
Tuesday SEALS/Rights and Responsibilities/Religious assembly HT or SLT 

Wednesday Class assembly based on PSHE class teacher  
Thursday Collective worship – songs for praise SLT 
Friday Celebration assembly HT or SLT 

   

A timetable has been developed for celebration and festivals, which are planned throughout the year as 
diversity day assemblies. 
 
Every Friday a celebration assembly takes place.  This is to allow children to share their learning and 
perform and celebrate their achievements  
 



 

 

Planning, Recording and Evaluation 
The responsibility for arranging and planning school worship in our school rests with the Headteacher.   
 
Collective worship will be treated like any other part of the curriculum when it comes to matters of 
planning, delivery, resourcing and evaluation.  The content and methodology of Collective Worship should 
be varied and there should be evidence of this in the planning. 
 
Each ½ term there is a theme for Collective worship based on SEALs.  These are published at the beginning 
of the ½ term.  
 
SEAL themes are half termly, 6 in total.  Examples of these include ‘Going for goals’ and ‘New Beginnings’.  
The content is delivered in conjunction with the articles as laid out in the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child.  We at Stow Heath Primary School have been recognised as a school that is 
committed to Children’s Rights and Responsibilities by UNICEF and take into account the outcomes of 
Every Child Matters. 
 
This content of assemblies is flexible and on occasions it is recognised that teachers may feel that they 
need to respond to local or national events. 
 
Each person leading worship is asked to resource his or her act of worship in as much detail as they would 
any learning activity.  
 
Resources 
Resources for worship are kept by the Headteacher in her office. Resources are purchased when required. 
 

Visitors 
We welcome the input of visitors to our collective worship times. The local Minister leads collective worship 
and other visitors are invited in to talk to the children about other celebrations and beliefs. 
 

Equal Opportunities 
 

We endeavour to ensure that collective worship offers equal opportunities to all as set out in the schools 
equal opportunities policy. 
 

Monitoring and evaluation of the policy 
 

As this is a statutory policy, it is reviewed annually. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


