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Introduction - What is a Drug? 
A drug is a substance which, when taken into the body, changes the way we feel, the way we see things 
and the way our bodies work. “Drugs” are taken here to mean those that are legal, such as alcohol, 
tobacco and solvents, over the counter and prescribed drugs and illegal drugs. 
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The school believes that the possession and or use of such drugs in school, during the school day or 
while travelling to/from school is inappropriate. The drugs/substances covered by this policy are not to 
be bought, sold or otherwise exchanged or brought onto school premises during the school day, or while 
pupils are on school visits. Individual exceptions may be made for pupils who require prescription 
medicines where appropriate. 
 
Through this policy we acknowledge and clarify our schools’ role in drug prevention and education and 
ensure it is appropriate to pupils’ needs. The policy provides information and guidance about drug 
education, as well as procedures to respond to any drug-related incidents, for pupils, teachers, support-
staff and outside agencies or individuals. All medicines are drugs but not all drugs are medicines. 
 
Aims 
We aim to: 

 Ensure that the approach taken on the issue of drugs is a whole-school one and is part of our 
commitment to and concern for the health and well-being of the whole school community.  

 To teach drug education confidently so that pupils receive up to date, relevant and accurate 
information as well as support.  

 Have clear procedures for responding to and managing drug-related incidents 
 Emphasise a safe lifestyle and be a health promoting school, with the development of confidence 

and self esteem underpinning both the curriculum ethos of the school.  
 Give pupils the knowledge and skills to make informed choices in line with what is appropriate to 

the age and experience of the children 
 Develop skills to manage situations involving drugs including assessing and avoiding risks. 
 Enable children to explore their own attitudes and beliefs through circle-time and PHSE 

curriculum. 
 

Management of drug-related incidents 
 The Head Teacher will be responsible for co-ordinating the management of drug-related 

incidents, offering sources of support and liaising with outside agencies  

 Any member of staff who suspects a pupil of being involved in a drugs-related incident 
must report the matter immediately to the Headteacher and ensure that the school 
procedures are followed (see Appendix A) 

 If a pupil is found to be in possession of drugs or drug-related equipment on school premises, the 
parents/guardians will be informed immediately and will be asked to attend the school as a 
matter of urgency. In such a case, the school will also involve the Police. 

 

 

 

Medicines - All staff are committed to ensuring the health and well being of our pupils. Prescribed 
medication will only be administered with a written request from parents / carers and will be 
administered by the Head teacher or a nominated person in their absence.  Non- prescribed medication 
will not be administered. All prescribed medication is stored in the refrigerator or secure cupboard. 
 

Tobacco - the whole school and school grounds are designated No-Smoking areas. 
 



 

 

Solvents - the school will ensure that potentially harmful substances are 
stored safely, and pupils supervised carefully in the event of them having to be used in the course of 
their work.  
 
Illegal Substances - no illegal substances should be brought to school or used on school premises or at 
formal or informal events organised by the school. 
 

Teaching, organisation and delivery  
Drugs education is an entitlement for every pupil. It is delivered in every school year in the manner 
appropriate to the age and development of children through the PSHE / Citizenship programme, Science, 
Circle time and other subject areas when and where appropriate. It is delivered as part of a whole school 
approach in partnership with all members of the school community. The school provides a planned drug 
education curriculum through the following: 
(i) The National Curriculum science order outlines the content of the statutory drugs education- 

 Key Stage 1, 5-7 year olds should be taught about the role of drugs as medicines and safety. 
 Key Stage 2, 7 – 11 year olds should be about the effects of drugs and alcohol on the body.  

 
 (ii) PSHE reflects other discretionary topics that reflect knowledge, understanding, attitudes and social 
skills. This will: 

 Enable pupils to make healthy, informed choices 
 Promote positive attitudes to healthy lifestyles 
 Provide accurate information about substances 
 Increase understanding about the implications and possible consequences of use. 
 Enable young people to identify sources of appropriate advice and personal support 

 
On the whole, it will be teachers who will teach drug education but, where appropriate, outside visitors 
may make a contribution. Such visitors should be used in a planned way and their contributions will be 
evaluated. Teachers will have access to on-going advice, support and training as part of their own 
professional development. The school actively cooperates with agencies such as the LA, police, health 
and drug agencies. 
 
 
Links with other policies 

 This policy should also be read in conjunction with the PSHE policy, health and safety policy. As 
a matter of course, all staff, parents/carers and pupils are reminded of this policy on an annual 
basis. This policy applies at all times to the school premises, school transport as well as school 
visits, trips, fieldwork and residential. 

 

 

Implementation of the policy 
 Equal Opportunities – All children will have access to activities and will be encouraged to take 

part in group discussions. Each person's input will be valued without judgement. 
 Involvement of Parents – We aim to seek parental support and involvement in our efforts to 

promoting a healthy environment. Appropriate involvement will be sought from outside agencies 
such as the school nurse and health services. 

 Cross-curricular themes – The drugs education program will be linked with class based topics 
where appropriate and integrated into schemes of work in both core and foundation subjects. 



 

 

 Knowledge and understanding – Basic information about how 
the body works and ways of looking after the body will be given. This will be along with: the role 
of medicines in promoting health and reasons why people use them; to understand that all drugs 
can be harmful if not used properly; simple safety rules about medicines will be given and that 
there are people that can help children when they have questions or concerns.  

 Skills – The following skills will be taught: how to communicate feelings such as concerns about 
illness and taking medicines; how to follow simple safety instructions and when and how to get 
help from adults. 

 Skills that form part of drugs education – These are: speaking within a class or group, making 
choices, expressing feelings, sorting by given criteria, questioning, debating, self-confidence, 
listening and developing respect 

  All governors are consulted about the drug education provision and policy and are kept up to 
date at Governor’s meetings. 

 The school has purchased several resources which support the science and PSHE curriculum. 
 
The role of the co-ordinator is to: 
The head teacher takes overall responsibility for the policy and its implementation, for liaison with the 
governing body, parents, LA and appropriate outside agencies. A named member of staff will have 
responsibility for monitoring and evaluation of the policy. The head teacher will ensure that all staff 
dealing with substance issues are adequately supported and trained. 
Information on such issues will be delivered to staff, pupils and parents through staff meetings, 
assemblies and newsletters accordingly.  
 
All staff, parents/carers and young people will be reminded of this policy, and its procedures, on a 
regular basis.  
 
Appendix A 

Procedures for Managing Substance / Drug Related Incidents Involving Pupils. 

 Stay calm 

 Send for Head Teacher  

 Ask for facts. 
1. What drugs are involved? 
2. Have they been consumed? 
3. By whom? 
4. How much has been taken? 
5. Has anyone else also taken the drugs? 

 Ensure the safety of the pupil 

 Isolate from others but do not leave the pupil alone. Confiscate the drugs and drug using equipment 
if open to view. (You do not have a right to search). 

 Remind pupils of the school’s policy on the use of alcohol and other drugs and on confidentiality - 
need to pass on the information to relevant sources (parents / SW / police etc.) 

 Summon medical support if drugs have been consumed. 

 Record the facts and store in a safe place and disclose on a need to know basis. 

 If confronted by the media refer to Head Teacher. Do not be drawn into a conversation. 



 

 

 Do not identify individuals to others - even other members of staff. 
The Head Teacher holds the responsibility for appropriate dissemination of information. 
 

AT ALL TIMES ACT IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE PUPIL 

 If in any doubt  about a pupil’s medical safety 
1. Send for an ambulance. 
2. Arrange for an appropriate adult to accompany pupil(s) to hospital. 
3. Make sure the Head Teacher is contacted. 
4. Seek assistance from another member of staff. 
5. Arrange for safe removal of drugs and/or drug equipment in accordance with set procedure. To 

be retained as evidence. 
 

Head Teacher’s Role in Managing an Incident 
6. Contact police for advice/involvement. 
7. Inform parents of incident and that police have been contacted. 
8. Invite parents to school. 
9. Inform Director of Education as soon as possible. 
10. Arrange interview of pupil(s) when recovered. 
11. After investigation, consider further action including exclusion and referral to support agencies. 
12. Provide feedback to staff involved in the incident 
 
What NOT TO DO in responding to a drug-related incident. 
 Do not ask leading questions of the pupil/s involved. 

 Do not interrogate or accuse. 

 Do not assume guilt. 

 Do not detain a pupil in a locked room or provide no access to food or drink. 

 Do not remove or search personal belongings or conduct a body search. 

 Do not pledge secrecy or keep drug related incidents to yourself. 

 Do not rely on memory – make a note of the facts of the incident. 

 Do not identify – to a third party individuals or information, prejudiced to individual pupil’s staff or 
the school. 

 


